THE CHIEF MINISTER
kicked an antheap and its denizens were scurrying in all
directions. That most severe Republic of Venice, obsequi-
ously and devoutly Catholic, suddenly discerned the peril
to herself of Austrian imperialism: and now that this
formidable neighbour had just suffered a reverse, thanks
to the Franco-Protestant alliance, Venice was opportunely
reminded of her natural, republican affinity with the
Reformers, themselves of republican temper. She realised,
in fact, that being first and foremost a commercial power,
she had an interest in sympathising with the Huguenot
aristocracy, who had such strong leanings towards com-
merce and banking; and the upshot of her reflections was
an alliance with France against the House of Austria and
Spain. Savoy, ruled by Charles Emmanuel, was in need
of money. Richelieu provided it, acquiring thus a new
ally who, accompanied by Lesdiguieres, immediately set
out to attack Genoa, the shipping and banking centre of
the Spaniards in Italy.
Negotiation kept pace with warfare. All over the
European chessboard the pawns were shifting position.
France was now forcing the pace. Richelieu concluded an
alliance with Holland, to whom he paid a sum of 1,200,000
limes, an outstanding debt to her since the Treaty of
Compiegne, and joined hands with England by the
marriage of Henrietta of France to the Prince of Wales.
With wonderful duplicity, meanwhile, he strove to allay
the vexation of the Pope, for he had no intention of
embroiling France and the Papacy. He had shown his
strength, and indicated his intended course; it was now
possible for him to lay balm on the wounds of self-respect,
and even, if it seemed wise, to prove to the Papacy that
he had tried only to act in its interests. And thus the
Cardinal came to busy himself with appeasing the
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